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AN INTRODUCTION TO SIGNAL TRACING. 
Peres Wotlk II mar 
e Bv Frank Cross VKEFX. 


It woul’ be useless to give a constructional article on how to 
build & Signel Tracer, comolete with @ list of parts and a point to 
point description of the wiring because parts are so herd to obptain 
thet duniicetion of my own trécer woul be practically impossible, 
Anyway whet truce Ham follows & constructionel article? He usually 
uses gear which he hes on hand @nd recesigns to suit his own ideas, 
so @ll that will be @ttempted in this article will be the requirements 
of the Sisnal eracer: anc a few tips so that vou mav avoid some of 
the woe that has bee n mine. 


& Signal Tracer is a tune” vacuum tube volt metcr., It can be of 
the T.R.F. or Superhet varietr and is no more sifficult to build 
pase a TH.F, or Superhst receiver. As it is & tuned VIVM it-is 

sential thet it cover the frequencies that vou desive to measure 
ava listen to, so if you are interested in servicing BCL roceivers 
your tracer should cover all the frequencies the receivers cover 
including the S.W. range, say from 15 to 50 Mc., and the I.F. ranges 
(175 and 465 Ke.) to be of maximum benefit. It is not necessary of 
course to cover 41] these frequencies to make a very useful instru- 
ment, for by only covering the BC ban: 4nd up to 400 Kes, you can use 
it on about 90% of the BC supers an. if you do strike a DW set andyou 
know the BC range is working correctly vou ars well on the wav to 
locating the trouble, 


Figure 1. shows @ circuit suitable for a Signél Trecer of thaT.R.F, 
variety. Coil switching or plug in coils can be used, but I will 
leave that to vou. In my c&8se, as no suitable coil switch was availe 
able "H" type coils, condenser and “ial were used for the BC band and 
00025 mica conciensers shuntec by trimmers were switched across the 
gong tuners:to en&éble the 465 Ke. I.F. band to be covered, 


The first tube circuit requires explanation. The probe lead is 
a piece of low capacity microphone cable, the shield of which is 
grounded to the tracer chassis to prevent pick up from any pert of 
the first grid circuit other than at the test probe point, which is 
coupled to the centre lead of the cable through & sm@ll capacity in 
the vicinity of 1.5 mmfd., situate: right at the probe en’ of the 
c@bleé, This small capecity at the probe point and the capecity of 
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Actually ve forget the 100 attenyation in tne orebe lea*, ane call it 
attenuation from 0 to 10,000. — 

As very fow .ams, if any, ‘avs at treiv ais posal. a or.dge capable 
of measuring tiese capacities, wo avs forcec to vse cut anc try 
metho‘s. ven so, a fairly good jo> can de fone anc vou may de 

ielped by startins.wasre I finis: co, After tryins rany combinations, 
t ain using about tyo inc es of twisted }.eolmp wire as the series pobe 
con*enser, tareo foet Of . 104 microphone cabhe as tre leat an? .ool, 
OL ane iy, mfg. as Gl, G2, an” C3, respectively. A evi rotation 
of tne cain contvol rives etactly tie same variation as cite: of the 
first tyvo contensers, but tie .1 concenser attenuates tic sienal too 
mics. It nad not been vossible to te present time to obtain .1 cone» 
fensers in various bran‘ts, to try, byt vov. may be Iuelier tian IT. Tie 
mavker value on tie con“ensers varv consirovably Prom tueir real 
value, and several .01 concernsers vere trie? before striking a 
serafey old tring teat save tac rieht attenuation. 

Tis first cube an’.tae attenuator cirevit ca.l- be fitte* to any 
receiver 7 1c: has some means of comparane signal strengths, an cye 
or an output meter, so *hat opens wp possibilities of usinse your 

wam super to trace #oe in veceivers that cover to $.'. bans. Anot- 
her possibility is to uss this attenuator staco to feod inso tic 
fetector as siown in t:e circuit complete wit tie oye inficator, mt 
leaving out tie tvo tune? RY staves, to track Gow trovble in ti.e rig 
after the Jar. Only one tuning coil of tie plug in variety so that 
the 1am bands can be covers” is all tiat is nNoered s as tie trang- 
mitter will put in enorng!: signal ~.t:0ut amplificat.on to vrork te 
eye. Probably ‘ve fine tliat ve can reeves tio probe series capacity 
40 refuce “etming of tue transmitter cirevits unter test anc still 
have planty of soup for tie tracor, espsclally on the final stase of 
some of tie 25 watt vigs. 

As tie ai ¥, stactes are convertional no comments ‘7ill be mate 
about them, e:cept to say tiat vov can i:ave one or two stages and 
still .ave a vseful tracer. I uave only one staro as tue only cone 

denser a. vas a tvo gang. If hes can set a tuvee gang from 
an antique dsaler by all means use tic two stares. 

Tie Pra ox cirevit is somewaat ee eS {it ~as been recently 
Ceveloped in tue States wit. tue icea of usine a nigh impedance 
Aetector of not loafing an* tunins cirevit, thus aiding thie select. 
ivity and traciting at the same time, an? allowine us to use an Syee 
Mie 2... Choke in tie catnode cirevit snoild be effective over te 
fresvoncios tuned an? vreforably sirelded. Use 100 volts for the 
target of tre electric evo, wit. a .5 megohm resistor betvcen the 
target and plate. Wn'er tvese con*itions gee eye will close with 
about 3 volts bias insteac of eigit. To extra sensitivity and life 
of tiie eye will compensate for the eeiocniee of flovrescent glow with 
the Lower voltare. 

Te andio end needs no explanation, but tio greater tue sensitiv- 
ity tic better. You ca n-make it to svit your needs. You permiaps 
coul“ use one stage feeding into a pair of cans, and you covld co 
ava y with tae ovtput meter eye, anc just vse te audio probe 
svitehec to the Cioce position, as an avdio voltmeter. in fact you 
can matce a tracer just as cu.eap or see as expensive as you like ané 

Gontinued on vage ~%J. 
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1O1 OM SORT TAs COILS 


trom an articls by vr. P. C. Michael, G..:. Company, U.S.K. 


‘fren a voltage is incuced in the coil of a tuned circrit at its 
resonance frequency, a mic: greater voltage is coveloped across tie 
coil anc condenser, naving bo tae inducer “voltage the same ra tio as 
tiat of the reactance of the coil (or the conconser ~ bot» being 
eovual) to tre resistance of tie coil an? concenser. Tis ratio ha s 
been texyvmed 9, and for a tuned circuits: - 
1 1 1 : 


. of tuned circrit pie eS + aie o> 
© coil 9 Goncensser 


Vario fretvencv oscillators vecvire coils of :1i%: 9 for efrice 
iency and freovency sta bilitv an¢ timed amplifiers nesd tiem for 
gain an® selectivity. ft is tuerefore desivable to Imov tie optimum 
size and Ses of coils for maximum 9% an’ the €egree to wich perfor- 
mance falls off wit: tiecir variations as well as tie velative merits 
or Tiki csent” jielectrics available for support. 

In a ny higi fremency coil tierce ars two source 
having the effect of raisins tie erfective resistance of 
tue Metallic losses ana te : .electric Losses. 
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MTALLICG LOSSES 


S.L¥ R STSTANC: ... The effective resistance of a conuctor at ae 
ie armen res =, frecvencies is sreater than its Girect current. 
resistance because alternating magnotic fislcds suteing t.e conductor 
make tre current distribution non-unifowm. 

1. STM o3"*scT ... In an isolate lons, sivaigut cylinérical concuce 
Bere ies tor tie high freousncy current is concentratec 

re pepipuery. or frequencics above about 15 Mcs the efiect- 
tance es bs sio.m to be anpro:imatelyv 
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waAeres = f = cycles / seconde 
ro" resistance in omms / cm 
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and the mamnetic permeability is unity. 


If the form factor (lengt. “iameter) and tne winding space 
factor (wire diameter Zo piten) ave eld constant, it can be som 
from tie skin effect ee » ane the usual inductance formula for 
single layer solenoids, tiat in tue frequency rogion woers gitin- 
erfect is prominent and n Leglectan: coiling effect an* cie electric 
loss tue ratio inductance , effective resistance (or %-) is propor- 
%Sional to ctil sizs ene impependont of the numbep OF tuwms. 
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2 CO fT we GT “16n a contuctor is in the fieclé of otic 

PRIS See concuctors, te curvent Cistribvtion is still 
further disturbe’, and in a coil tse vwosistance is raiscor above tic 
skin-effect valus by an amovnt ie seams wpen the number, pro: imity 
and direction of t:6 other concuctor: tt us found toat coiling 
effect at hign freonencies is as il spondent vpon space factor. 


es ae a 
Coiling effest 8 fh + A ( pj ne 
aq & wire Aiamster 
p- 2 winting piten 
and A is a function of eoil siape ans number of turns. A va lve 
of 2 may be used for snort wave coils. rom tis tio Pormmlas 
above, it is found tra & optimum wire ciameter for s 10.7% vave 
coils is aporozimately 0.7 times tre prten. “Tien it is not poss- 
ible to worls to this figure a loss serions error is intro*uced br 
using wire too large; tan if tie wire be too small in ciameter. 
3, GAS «The circyit leads including tic metallic pat. of te 
oe current in tre concenser also ad¢ resis von enue to 
skin effect, but coiling effect is not importa =t cent in tre 
e::treme UHF region. 
4, CAPACTTY IN COLL . Waen bie fvecvency approaches tue natural 
Sey wesona 270 1ce valus of te coll tie current 
varics from turn to turn due £0 tne capacitative current ross 
turns ané thus upsets tre basic skineofrect anc coiling erfect 
relations, but as coils usvally have a natural resonance fre- 


quency well above tre 


opevatins frequencie s this may be neglecte”. 


Metallic Losses are sarees by nea t+ dissivate? in snielcs 
ete. by indvced currents. se effects may not be reacily cal- 
culated and are usually winimiese by keepine tie coil clear of 
snielas and otuer metallic objects by a distance of one or to 
coil diameters. Any “parts weien cannot be kept away from tie 
cOil may be silver or coppe: plate. 

»» 2 LL CTAIC LOSSES .:. 
ts ALA teas 61 a: Peete fem o: insulating supports for tue coil cause losses 
pe ee because trey avo a Nielauteis froming part of tie 
distributed capacity of tac coil. Tails effect is minimised by 
usine only low power factor dielectrics in tie fielA or the coil, 
anc as little of t..em as pra actiecable 
hee 2 ON == Gas tsess Ab DroaAdeas t rae scuencies tie losses in the 

Se ee condenser are noeligibls, but at sich fre- 
ouencies tiis coes not nolc and ee ponden awe. losses frequently 
become greater than those in the coil. Condenser losses may bo 
minimised in tie same manner as set out above for dielectric 
losses in tne coil, 


ae Ne 
RA: TATION RUS TSTANCE. Negligible a, t. low anc higna freouencies, 


Tosses due to vadiation from tie coll become serious only at 
e::treme ultra-i2.gh Frequencies. 


cOMCLUSION,.. The followine conelusions were, reacned from measure- 
hee ments of © taken on various coitg at frequencies 
betveen 15 and 30 me's. 

At freovencies above 15 Mc,’s the 9 of a tuned circvit is 
dependent as mucn on tne condenser as on tic coil. 

Goil 9 appears to be nearly proportiona 1 to coil diameter, but 
with conventional tuning condensers increasing tie coil “lameter 
from one inch indefinitely woulé improve tue cirevit 9 by less 
than 2 to I 

Optimum coil siape factor is of the order of 1 
Optimm wire diameter is of ae ie order of 0.7 times tie winding 
pitca, but a recuction to 0.5 results in a Cecrease in 9 of only 
apout 5 per cent. 


Polystrene an” acrylate composition groove: froms provice com- 
pact coils wire: with a conventional concenser at 20 Mce;s gives a 
tuneé cirenit 9 of 200, and wits prenolic composition proover 
forms abdart 170. 

Using a conventional type of nign-freauency condenser (ith 
ceramic insulation) ane coils supportee on groover forms of lovw- 
loss material an overall circuit 9% of 350 is practicable at 15 to 
30 Me,’s wita coils of one inch dia meter and length. 


(Continued from page 4) 


“4 
taere can bo just as mucin variation in tracers_as tere is in Ham 
receivers ovr transmitters. 

-ontt try to vse siilel€ed nook un wire as the i probo lseac, as 
the ca pacity is too piph. You ma y get aay wit wook up “ire in 
some large tubing covered with suielding similar to tuat used in 
cars for toe a erial lead-in, if no mike cable is obtainable. 


-on'tt use an ordinary ciode detector if your tracer is of tue 
7.R.P. variety unless you want it to be as broad as a barn door. 

“ontt neglect to ‘iave a go at ma king a tracer. Tne time you 
spenc in building one up will be ropaic, woaen you want to get your 
junk pile on tee air ina ‘urry. 


In tuese Gays of conservation a nc preservation, it migat 
interest tiose meticulous amateurs and otiers wio trim up occ 
soldering jobs wit a small-cut file, an® wio fine that tre file 
fills wits soleer. Tre soléer can ea sily be removeé by soatting - 
the File in lead solvent sucn as use® by riflemen, After using 
tie solvent the file s::eul2 he brusaed briskly wit. .a tit 
bristlec brvech. fe OST. 3 


- 8 - 
ai at: NICAL LISRAI RY 


A page of bool: reviews conducted for tne benefit of 
vams in the Services, and oticrs similarly situate 


SUORT TAV.S VIR «LSS COMMUNTCATION (including U.u.F.) 


se Saeentieyl ike Sot Oo es EE Sp et RS eS FY 


“his is a book whick while technicality excellent in many 
respects, 1s open to critism for its sketcnay tysatment of some 
of the subject matter and for its hapnazard makeeup. 


Commencing wi tn an nistorical introduction, WaLen, incidentally 
pays a tribute to tne iia ms for their early Sort ‘ave work (and 
ignores tueir more scant Wie work) it tien turns to Moculation 
and jigh requency “aves, Propas ration, Higa Mesquency Meecers, 
Aerials and Aerial Arrays. ‘“.en follows Pus2-Pull, Powex Ampli- 
fiers, Oscillators and Constant Meesouency Oscillators, lectron 
Oscillators, Moculation Circuits, Problems of Reception ané 
commorcial Receivers (consisting o* a description,of a Marconi Co 

super retrocyne, a very conventiona 1 one at that). 


Tinally, Comnercial Wireless Telepione Circuits, Commercial 
MWansmittcors, an? ..%. Tserapeutic Apparatus ave cealt wit. Best 
Chapters are tiose on aerials, Constant Proouency Oscillators and 
Moculation Circuits. 


Mis book has obviorsly been written for ongineers dealing 
ez:clusively wit. commercial conmunication systems, ano tie CO- 
authors are two suci engincers. We toink tiis a pity, UOWSeVeLs, 

hat such. a work should be intersperse® vita so many fres adds 

for tae Marroni Compang. ‘nile we realise tne fine work tails 
organisation tas done and ave tie createst of admiration for its 
late founder, we really feel that tie Marconi Go is sufficiently 
wel] lmown to survive and continue to grow great witout continual 
mention turougiout tue pages of wnat suould be a purely technical 
work. 3 


Tn conclusion we take tie autnors to task for treir statement 
tha t the desipn of commercial receivers calls for tic highest 
possible sensitivity “because of the recuction of pover of commer- 
cial transmitters to tne barest minimum. “e are well aware that 
regulations reosuire minimum power for tie particular purpose, put 
surelv Messrs. Ladner anc Stoner ‘ave ieard of those "V" wieels 
wiien for the past 20 vearg2 or so iave so usclessly cluttered up 
tne etnor wit high power. 


However, if you want a book which, whatever its snortcomings 
in a non-tccunical sense, is technically very some, anc is 
written wita special application to Suort Wave work, tris is it. 


Short “fave Wireless Communication, by Ladner an’ A eae y 4th dn. 
(1942) ... 573 pages ... 57/ 
Qur cony Dy covurtosy MeGills Newsagoncy. 
Alec =. Clyne ~ eview iditor, 
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SLOUCH HATS and FORAGE CAPS, 
As our Yank Cousins savy....What do you know???...well, you are 
pretty slow on those notes, I lmow, just to give you @l1l a nice 
"new" piece of news to start the month off with, 


"Incidentally, these "“winges", sez some erude léds...these “moans” 
says those, who remember 4 few faroff léssons in politencss to old 
ago,.,,or these "pleas" as gentlemen and others have it....they must 
be pretty touching, no doubt due to the early hour in the morning 8&t 
which they are born, for October's effort touched & guilty conscience 
way off in London, "G". So Maurice Lusby, one VKeWN who is mixed up 
with Scientific affairs one way and another, used tho Air Mail and 
the modern Airgrapph and just missed the February issue, 

. (hl opey co howatseod) 

2WN has beén away from Aussie for nearly two years spending 4 
good deal of it in Amorica and now in England, Sad. Leader VKZOR 
Maurie Brown is &lso working with him at the moment while a third 
VK2 Ian Cuffe 2XC 4 Lieut in the RNVR is a pretty constant visitor 
at their flat, 2XC is one of those rare birds...& Ham with & Comme 
ission in the Navy, and should have some good stories to tell the 
VK2 Division after the War, not to mention what the two Morries will 
be able to let some light in on. Hif The last paragraph of eWNts 
letter I will quote “Just moved into a new flat, but not sure its 4 
good idea, I had cight Stecl-concrete stories above me at the last 
place..,only one above me here, Didn't occur to moe till we had 4 
raid the other night" ...so I wonder what Mauriets been thinking 
since the second "blitz" got a go on??? Hi! 


Qra for "Snow" Campbell, VK3MR, (as if we all don't kmow his call, 
sez the mob...) Campbell M.R,. Sgt. 9190 RAAF, Kricgsgefangenennummr 
29604.,.Stalag Luft III...(ViiiB)...Germany. It's in Poland so G&YL 
says, who kindly sent the news per Airgraph, So when you get a 
spare moment, remember a card to Snow will be more appreciated than 
the best bit of DX he ever raised in the "good old days", The "Dts" 
seem to give the mailman a better chanco than the little yellow men 
do, But they will no doubt commence to be "Hon.," men very soon 
now, by the looks of things. Hi! 


VK30F just about finished his 26 days leave down at Hampton, and 
not & blade of( grasscutoonthe Tawn yet, so I hear, Wilf 2aLF now 
wandering around up North on another cruiser, keeping the Admiral 
company, but hopes to join 30F again soon. 


Captain Don. B. Knock is still down in Vic and is just about & 
VK3 he has been there so long. At the Staff Corps Mess there is 
usually a gathering of hams representing almost 411 the States and 
the topic sooner or later is always what they are going to “do after 
the War," Have you docided how to run 4 Federal Institute yet, oms? 
And, Don, just say, “Notes” to Johnny Treill. for me...thanks ovor. 
so much, ies imi 
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Charlie Miller, I mean Sgt. Millor once VKZADE is now at Amberley 
after a couplo of quick shifts: around. is Charlie Wes originally a 
VK4 no doubt this posting suits him pretty well. What a pity those 
ZL'ts got away on us Charlie (2xC). 


VK4RF is swotting Trig. Algebra and various other things besides 
rovising *bout what makes the kilocyecles go down At Flinders, His 
instructor is Ken Bracken VKeFF Chow are you Ken....vy long time no 
s00...<%0) &@nc carved on Govt. property in tho school are the follow~ 
ing c&ils...VKeCT, 25K, 24D, 24BX, 6IG, 7JT and 4RF. The last is 
no aoubt the result of “bad example. - Hit 


Coroereal Jim Stevens VRSZK has boon spending 4 spot of leave in’ 
his homs town, Swan Hill. Spends his working hours helping to keep. 
tho "Cats" in the cir somewhore up North. Has had those two-stripos 
for some time now--perhaps there is another in tho offing, - 


Sgt. H. D. Ackling NX 26238 of the Aust. Spoe. Wireless Group 
“once well known aa tee - arises out of his "grandfatherly" sleep 
and after a few years @nnounecs he is up Brisbine wav. Harold, om, 


such shocks arc not good for mG in my-old age, I say where is 

that Coimmission they said was “just round the corner” in the circular 
they sent us ail...did you say it was 3 years and 8 months ago, 
Verily, ons has to be vory careful of advertising, Hi ! 


Leading Tole gra chist Kon Allen RANR (hope I heve those all importe 
ant initinis right) has at last managed to get a fow weoks home 
leave and turncd up at the Victorian Division where he entertainod 
the rest of the ocoys with the story of some of his doings ovor tho 
past few vears, incinding tho “true! story of those famous meteors !] 


Another ham to turn up at the January mooting of tho VK3 Division 
was Capt, Jack Winton VK3XR of an AIF Artillery unit, “Ab that timo 
he was on leave from way up " Darwin way." Jack spent some time in 
the Middle Hast and although his job is not a radio one, we believe, 
ho was able to turn on @ demonstration of considerable value to the 
Sigs soction. 


VKSFR Sgt. Fred Smith also turned up at the VKS Bnuary meeting. 
It was his first home lcavo aftor cighteen months in tho West whore 
he spent most of his time training prospective signallers, He has 
now been transferred to a Sig, Training School at share spires eal as 
he is now training AWAS, 

VK53G. Sgt. Roth Jones RAAF ae now spending his time up in the 
Gulf country. 

VKSMJ Sub Lt. D.J. Medley RANR is stationed in Sydney and from 
what he had to say at the Feb mceting of the Vic Division, he 
manegos to see quite a bit of the Harbour....Don't forget the VK2- 
Division moetings on the third Thursda;;, om....2%C. 


_ Pilot Officer Gordon Templeton VKS0W is another of the original 
RAAF Reserve boys who has bee n on the job since September 1939. 


(Comtinued on page 14) 
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DIVISIONAL! NOTRE 58. 


The 34th Annual General Meeting of the Division was held at 
Y.M.C.A. Buildings on Thursday 17th February and the attendance 
was representative of 411 sections of the amateur community. 


The Annual Report was unanimously adopted and Council was 
congratulated upon their work over the past vear. Some considerable 
discussion took place regarding the suggestion of an Australian 
W.I.A. with @ permanent staff similar to the R.S.G.B. and A.R.R.L. 
Members were of the opinion that immediate consideration shovld be 
given to this matter and that Federal Headquarters should obtain 
an expression of opinion from all States, 


4A pather interesting letter from H, J, Taylor VK2TC regarding 
the possibilities of using Radio in connection with Bush Fire 
Brigades was the subject of no little comment particularly as Members 
were informed that the matter had been taken up with N.E.S. and that 
body was interested, It is hoped that further information will be 
available in time for the next General Meeting. Every effort is 
being mace to interest the powers that be and if the scheme comes 
into operation it will present country members of the E.C.N. with 
their long awaited opportunity. 2DG please note! 


During the past few weeks quite a few members have queried the 
possibilities of holding some form of contest that would embrace the 
building of equipment other than transmitting apparatus that would 
be of value in the post war Amateur Station, Several suggestions 
were put forward &@s to the form this Contest would take and it was 
decided that the Contest would be held and that details would be 
finalised at the next meeting. One suggestion thet will be adopted 
was that a prize be given for an essay on "Post War Amateur Radio." 


During the evening the poll was declered for the election of 
Council for 1944 and was as follows: 


W. G. Rvan VK2 TL 63 Ge Cole VK2 DI 28 
CG. Fryar VKe2N P 57 R,. Miller 28 
R,. Priddle VKeRA 56 J. Keane VKe IN a7 
H. Peterson VK2ZHP 54 C. Higgins VKeLO 47 
PoP. Diekson VKeAFB 52 H. G. Wilson VK2AGO 12 


E,. Hodgkins VK2EH 45 


Seven Councillors were to be elected and from the above it 
will be seen that Messrs. Cole and Miller tied for seventh place 
and it was decided to pléce both names in a hat and a draw be 
made with the result that G, Cole, VK2DI p@ined seventh placo, 
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The various Office Boarers will be clected by Council at 
its first Meeting after the Annual General Meeting. 


At the conclusion of General Business a general discussion 
took place dealing with "The Feeding and Rotation of Three 
Element Beams" and one of our new Members, Mr. Ken Davidson 
dealt at some length on the mechanical aspect of the subject. 


The next General Meoting of the Division will be held at. 
Y.M.C.4, Buiidings on Thursday 16th March and the main item on 
the Agenda will be ths proposed Contest, If you have any ideas, 
come along and put them before the Meeting, 


x x x x x 
EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION NETWORK 


The Competition for the E.C.N. Cup (Second Series) is now 
rapidly nearing completion. The degree of efficiency attained 
by each station is very heartening to the organisers and from 
this angle alone the contest has justified its inceotion, There 
is so little difference these days between any station that the 
Committee are forced to pick on the slightest error as an excuse 
to deduct points. The exercise just concluded resulted as follows:- 


VieJJ, VL2EJH each 198, VL2IC 197. VieJL, VLeJK each 195, 
VL2JP 194 and VLOJF 193. It is very pleasing to see VL2JE sharing 
the honers this month, This station presented quite a few diffi- 
culties untzi the last few months both from a technical and an 
administracivs angle but these hurdles have now been oversoine, 
VL2JL would also heve shared the lead this month but for - VKeAJV 
pleass note - the "kindergarten" type of messages transmitted over 
tro weékeends and & desire to enter into acrimonious discussion 
over the air, 


Tere are the ageregate points to date:- 


Vie TC 909 VL2 Ji 880 
VL2 IT 907 VLeJF 854 
VLe JK 888 VLeJE 714 
VL2e JP 888 


March should see & very interesting tussle between VLZJU 
and VLeJJ, I wouldn't trv and pick the ultimate winner ! 


As pointed out in previous issues N.2.S. intend to make 
greater use of the E.C.i. in the very near future, In. the past 
kedio Practices have not been co-ordinated with those of other 
sections of the N.H.S,. All this will be altered, it is antici- 
pated that Redio Stations will, in future, practices on ths same 


- 15 « 


nights as the District Controls to which they are attached. 
This will mean that stations will practice as follows;- 


Tuesday Night. ‘Thursday. 
VL2ID : i VL2IL 
VL2 JK “PS ek 
VL2 IP Vee 


During that week in which the third. Thursday falls, all stations 
will practice on the Tuesday night. It is not known yet when this 
scheme will come into operation. Although there are only 5 D.A.C!s 
there are no less than 69 municipalities and all these practice 
nights have to be coexordinated, 


All Operators will join in extending sympathy to both Messrs, 
. Arthur Springett VK20M and George Shelley VKeQF who both suffered 
bercavements in recent weeks through the loss of their mothers, 


POST WAR AMATEUR RADIO. 


What are your views regarding this all important subject? Do 
you think that Amateurs should be granted the same privileges as in- 
p re-war days? Do you think they should be restricted to operating. 
on the higher frequencies? Should power be limited to 50 watts or a 
kilowatt or is there a happy medium, Do you think the Institute 
should have a permanent staff. Do you think 211 Amateurs should 
belong to the W.I.A, What are your ideas of the post war Amateur 
Station? Do you think that Service and Civilian Defence Reserves 
should be organised and maintained by means of a Government subsidy. 
Do you think that the P.M.G, should vest in the W.I.A. the control 
of Experimimental Radio to a larger degree than they did in the past. 


In an endeavor to find the answers to the above questions and 
of course many others dealing with Post War Amateur Radio, the Now 
South Wales Division of the Institute has decided to offer three Oné 
Pound War Savings Certificates as Prizes for the best essays re~ 
ceived on this subject. Essays will not be restricted as to length, 
but if possible shovld be typed. Theo Competition is open to all 
Amateurs in Australia, The definition of an Amateur is a person who 
is interested in Experimental Radio, In order to give Servicemen an 
opportunity of forwarding entries the Competition will close on 18th 
May 1944 whilst a11 other entries should be sent in not later than 
20th April 1944, Entries should be addressed to Federal Secretary, 
Wit sh. pae ‘Tunstall dvenue , Kingsford N.S.W. and endorsed “Essay 
Compe tition" 


The Saas Essays will be published in "Amateur Radio.’ The 
judges, whose decisions ave to be regarded as final, reserve the 
right to increasc or decrease the number of prizes do pendent upon the 
number or merit of the essays received. Romember the Contest will 
close on 20th April 1944 for all Amateurs. other then Servicemen and 
18th May for Amateurs on Service, 

> eae a 
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VICTORIAN DIVISION 


y 
Since Christmas the Victorian Divisional Council has been very 
busy in exploring the possibilities of establishing a Radio Communi-~ 
cations Net to act in conjunction with the Fire fighting authorities, 


On New Year's Eve. following a report in the daily press that there 
was lack of manpower and communications, Council contacted the For- 
ests Commission offering the services of operators and where possible 
equipment. This was per telephone, two days later a letter was fore 
warded confirming the 'phone offer, 


Following the disastrous fires in the Western District, Council 
received & telegram signed by various Western District hams. The 
main text of the telegram read;- "Meeting of Western District Bush 
Fires Association un&nimously adopted suggestion Amateurs conmoperate — 
radio communications fight bush fires, Request Institute assistance," 
Immediately two representatives of the Victorian Division contacted 
responsible State euthorities and received every encouragement, which 
resulted in the attendance of representatives at a meeting of one of 
the fire fighting bodies, where the scheme was explained in detail 
by the aid of maps. 


This body were very enthusiastic in the scheme, and it was 
gathered that they were working on & big re-organisation scheme into 
which the radio network would prove of utmost value, 


To date nothing further has been heard by Council. This of course 
was anticipated, and Council is very hopeful that the authorities — 
will seo the value of the service that the Institute can offer. 


Members interested in the re-formation of the Western Zone are 
asked to contact George (Tim) Wells...VKSTV,..Hamilton, as 


ve &8@e eee 
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Enlisting as ACI, Gordon spent four years in Melbourne at RAAF He 
sigs. and later was for 2 time at Melbourne W/T station. He re- 

ceived his Commission in October '43 after being through all the 

“ranks, and is now serving with GHQ in Brisbane. 


And lastly here is the story of the “honest Ham",,.apparently 
such really does exist...but I have yet to mect it. Hil “it appears 
he was told by & &.M. to take some Radio gear out of the said Qii's 
wav, and, under the impression that he was meant to take the goar 
to his unit the honest ham transported the gear and reported same 
to his 6.0, Too late, alas, he discovered the QM meant that our 
honest ham could have the gear himself" .,,wouldn't it?..,So0 be 
careful, all ye who may be thinking of reforming. 


Lastly the QRA is 78 Maloney Street, Hastlakes,,.tho 'phono— 
number is MU1L092....2nd wh- the heck more notes don't arrive is 
because vou are &@ lot of lazy so and sos..,Hi! 


These.notes nearly didn't appear this month ,... Ed.) 
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